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HISTORY OF THE OUTDOOR CIRCLE

’Irosa first members ef '“‘he Outdoor Clrcle - fifty years ags - were & handful
of women who led a more easeful 1ife than ‘most of us are able to %ed&y, but Y

they had perceived e vision of 2 city beaubiful and they vvent obout acq“evzx.,g
it with as+oundmg vl 11.

Their general purpose woes Mo work for a more b&.‘dtlf‘ul Honolulu" end they
~took for their handbook the plan prepared by Charles Mulford Robinson, Civic
Advisor of Rechester, New York, who was called to the Islands in 1906 by the .
Board: of Supervisors to outline a ‘plan of éavelenment which ?zould be the basis = -

o

w. Rebinsca** 5 plan considersd Honmolulu ‘a8 & natdral panor&m:x lmdscajge - tho .
sea its/ ez};;_:n)‘;ch the mountaind its buckgrcuné. < & city of distinctive, indi~- -
vidual charm which did not.dspire to be o ‘great industrial center but "that..

rare *thmg, a .city of delight segking to give leisure ond pleasure, fl&antmg

nfo{: volumes of block: smcke, but green ha.lls o.nd blue seas, the rainbow. mzd
'bhe pal,m." b Ry, .

“The erole had 'th:s.rty members at the. en& of ﬁh&t first year and hed set ferﬁh N 1
. their objectives, . Their plamning was §o wise, their understandmg of prohlems Lol
‘of Howaii so therough, that the, G:x.rcle toddy with-its membershlp of . apgmxmte}.yr_
'I:%éﬁty-af:.ve hundred .is still guided-by these ‘aims of dts By«Laws - Mrhé obgec.ta “

©- ond aims of this arganlzatmnfshall be ta“wark for o more beemt:.ﬁzl,cliar,mwd

l cooperating m all efi‘or’cﬁ tomrds commrty ﬁeli‘are s haalth and, samta‘.:mn. it

v hz.ghly successful, compaign against billboardsy It is diffic

o4 'bhe result of vmr}c a:nd plemtmgs -of flfty yaars,

St
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Tne Cnrbdcor Gl;‘cle h&s con‘hlnued throx;gh '&he years 'i:he smp}.e, smcere purpcse
of *bheae leaders . beautii‘ul Eaﬁa.u, free of billboards and. o‘\;her eyesores,
‘and mﬁd ﬁrumauntams fo sea with green trees and i‘lawers, Many things .

"have been acoon@ﬁs‘hed ‘during these years and kamaaind and: mal' ‘ Joy -

2o

An eutsi:a.nding a.ccemplz.shmen‘h of' the fiirc.le in elminatmg_.uglmess vms the

now that hxgl;mys o6f "Honolulu--wers j:csrmerly d:.si‘:.gzred‘“_by‘_ uge s

ighs = thot /-
bxllbo&rds oty Dieménd Heod urged you_:

hosh or buy certain: bronds

e of w‘h;skey. An mmense plum%paxt up cn 'i:he road o Wa:.k:lkl blottsa oub

© the’ lovely v;iew of" l&aeaj’alley.. Evsn -bhe I’ah é:as not safe {‘rom the orgy of
b:.llboards. :

G
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’eri:een ‘yebrs pf.‘ hard uph:.li f’{or’b: were requlre& to oonvm&e laeal an& mamland
merchants. that b:.llboards were not. go:mg tor defoce pemnently the 1andscape of”
" Hoaweii, In 1913 there were 43 local’ firms and mony mainland firms using bille
boord advertising, The trouble was déepseated ond it way necessary te arouse
public»’mdlgmtmn and recogm‘tlon that billboards are detrimental o health anﬁ

beauty in any locality, espec:.ally in Howaii where the area- is }_m‘he& and soenm
. beauty 15 part of_‘ our stock in traée, :

" Phe ﬂ;rcle“ f::.rst blllbosrd chairm.a.n O}_)é!l”d the cm’apa.:.gn mth all guns ‘biazm
¥r, Lorrin A. Thurston, editor of the Pacific Commercial Advertiser and always
&, friend of the Czrcle, placed the onbire plant of this paper at the disposal
c‘f‘ The Outdoor Circle for thé puhllcmtum of an Anul-blllboarﬁ “‘ﬁlt’mm This -
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- special- ealﬁon of May 10, 19183, mpkes fasclmtlng readmg todey.t ?mttsz;:;lig the

- most disfiguring billboards in %he city wore published beside pic xgriis iy

~ the. scenery defaced by them; there were interviews with local resa e ",
visitors vcming {3.: sapnm»ml of the boards; essays by school chil z’e&wer ,mm{;
featured, and Mr, Thurston's unfettered EOJ_VOI‘Z.&I camients denoune: ng? co! ar j\‘
evil packed real dynmte. ’I‘hz.s edrhmn sells for $10 a GOpy. i;oday, if one-cen - 7
be *‘0und, P, = .

s

E‘he next year the report statas “‘é?’han 'thzs committes began, 4{} ,f.ocal flrms and
- many forelgza enas wsre advertzszng on bill’boards all over- *’the: island, even. Lo
‘f"unchbcﬁi cne of our chief scenic points, wes desecrated by & Soep advertise- *
ment in white Ietters about ten feet high, The uae of ‘billboards was steadi;y
and mpzdly nmreasmg. Yes, there were many years of haré Wark‘ahea,d* :
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Buri "thls bimey @ ra.ther amsm brb of concg?&ed prassur& 13'8.8* &eveioped chllgd
At 4 ‘*thengmbber sta:m{s campaigri. oK rgb‘ber stamp bearing the word AR?E—BILEB*{}ARD )
too ' was used for this purposes : 1t Was about two and  half.inches long and’ had, .0 %
g 15 lettors hdlf an inch high. Members used this ‘with red:ink, - Thay stafmped n’heci i
' recelpts, bills 1e’c‘cerheads, and thé-cutside. of exxvalopes with 5;%;. As m&y be :
( magmed it ae an ;mpression i:m local and mamland vmer‘chs.ntS. . ; .

By 1923 thers, were only im'o Ibcai and three mam}.md fifms 'whr.s conﬁmueé to use

e bi}.lboards fér adverti*smga This reduetzqn Had' been’ acccmplishe& by pe:scnal
‘ealls on local merchants e,nd letters to mainlend: concérns “asking their cacge‘ra.e
tlah, and by 80 awakemng and crystalizing fgublw sentiment against billboards : -
. that-a boyco‘ct was used agaifst firms which would mot cdoperatel During thzs oo
. year, the Bo&rd of Su;;ernsers p&sssd a resalu%mn eondeianing the use of ST

bi}.},’ncards. o “

TL PR ¥ F

Ean&i}.ly”:the end wa.s 3.n s;.gh‘b* f A B
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By 192? every Igcal é‘xm haﬁ stcpyed i:he use’ c;f bxn‘pcards emi %:he on}y aﬂvez'-

i;;.serx remm.nmg were. ngleys chemng gum dnd various brands ef tobagcos The . .

_ Outdoo¥Girele :%xfe‘v;e& efforts to buy out-the’ Xocal billboard; firm which: fmall:g

- ‘agreed fo the sum of #4,000 after much digtuss bfiy The mgney g raised. by tha

women ef Thé’ Gptdser Circle and theéy ownsd's “business & iwhich f:’héy promptly k.
~Eerapped.’ ’Frqﬁs -tgday tsn

. mext step was 'g

viﬁwpeint‘theré“ls & ‘touch, of humor’ {n ‘the Tact that s
»V‘busxness f:s.rms d kept clcse at hami i‘cr ready refereace.

entlman's agréement i‘omally ~ﬁra~ap ‘up wi‘ch t;he ci‘by‘s lar/ e

’ ;192‘2‘ was a legisla'ﬁlve y’ear and The Gutdcor Clrcle had h:3 bzll fimwn fcrb;ddlng
Y | "erecﬁicr_x, of ball‘boarés, E‘hz.s bil}. passed. both heuses egna '#as approved
_;,Aci: 1953 zmd szgnea by thc gcvernor. ., Al -

¢ / it
A 1cng i‘lght; exhaustzng and so’&e’times brbter, waq over, - f;he Gircle ‘behevei.
“Bub such woik is fiever finishéd, Enscrupu},ous or unthoughtful peoplé who care
little for the ragl gﬁsd of theislads sve e csnstant ‘menace to the beauty af :

. Hewaiiy~ The prlce éf & ‘beautiful communlty is etema.& ngzlmce. After the
o war, large and garish signs, almést as. émfigumng ag 'b:.}.lboe‘rds s‘ts,rtad %o -
_oppear. The ﬁlrcle, by diplemacy ond gentlé coercion persusied’ meny’ sign dls;"

" players to rémove théir atrocities, ~ One par‘smui rly bitter skirmish fought

-in 1950 in a fl&rry of posteards, le*tters to. newspe.pers, personal appe&is and
moinland communications, vanqulshed an advertiser who 'was defacing ‘the Hawaiien

sky with o low-flying alrple,ne draggzng an immense sign advocatz.ng a certain
branci of whiskey, :

&
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Many store ovmers agree to remove. their most.obnoxious signs and magy consult ,

The Ouwkdsor Circle before planning thoirts, but the Signs Committes is continually

busye In 1957 The Chamber of Commerce, -The Outdoor Circle, The Americen Imstitute
ArcHitootss ond the sign monufocturers secured the passage of o Signs Ordinances

This ordinonce reguired considerable compromise by the Circle ‘ond todey everyone

is in agreement that it is neither perfect nor adoguatcs

PLANTING FOR BEAUTY

- Through all ,'bheée yoars The Outdoor Circle hus had 2 two-fold purpose -~ to remove -

ugliness ond to odd beeuty through plontinge Perhups these arc the two sides to
tho some pictures : o : Lo

s

many thousands of plantings have Yeen put’ out on Ty

&

v 48 g around public ‘buildings” and school sp}snggxfbuﬁés,ff
That it is imgossibie bo- imaging Hondlulu without clothing it in beauty plemted ~

by The. Outdoor Circlee Only if you have read the- 0ld missionary dlaries which -

spook of the dry -dust plains and the barren slopes of Punchbowl ond Diamond Head, .
-do you realizs that naturnl Honolulu was for from being v verdant, semietropioal = .

- 1ovely islonde We resd in these old diaries end early Mission reports thot the .
© dust swirling into the Chamberlain House on King Street, blonketing the food on ~ ,’

_ono of the hardest crosses early missionary wives had to bears

the toble ond in the kitchen ond "almost choking the babes in the cradle™ was

W find tho fifst notabion on plenting for beauby and Henlth in old historfcdl.

 notess The yeer is 1812, "The Kilohont Art Leogoe had disbonded ond The &rhriquf‘

© Gircls, one of its commitbees, had. just orgonized os en-indepondent clube - The & -

. words are simpls, even:Sparton = but think of these stately trees whigch ,ax‘e' a

" glory to Honolulu today! "Plenting: Aale Park, menkeypod trees, bougainvilles : {

vines olong the stfoum; Thomas Square, district orossestreots) flowering treeay =

- Alapsi Plaza, monkeypod treos; Kalokaus Avenue, cocomub treoss”

Mexbt-we £ind in the notes that eut of the Clrcle's slender funds two years

loter they employed o iree-trimsoer. for public plahtings. - An gmbitious wnder s
toking for o fledgling organizationd . = = 7 7 oo 0 Taet T

A

0f the thousands of plantings of The Ohbdoor Cirele “throughout the yoors we
hove space to nome only-o fowe Most visitors who delight ot the sight of flowere

ing trecs stretching for blogks along the sirgets of résidentinl districts dre -

ware that most of these trees. werd plaonted uider the auspices of The Oubdoor

Cirele.  The stately mahogany troes in the medial strip of Kolakoue Avenue ‘and

tho cooconuts throughout its length were planted-by The Outdeor Circles The

_ londsoaping of Schofiold Barracks ond Forts Kemehameha, Armstrong, Ruger, Do fﬁzs&y

snd Shafter was undertoken by The Oubdoor Circle, one of the spectacular results

. bein

ng the f£iné avenue of roysl palms and sprending monkeypod trees’ surrounding
the parcde pround at Fort Shafter today, ; AR 5 '

.;{

. Through the Gircle's efforts, Komamalu Park was transformed from o dumping ground

. to an atbrootive playgrounds

yegin trees, Kalihi Park in monkeypods and polms ond to Quesn Euma Park were |
- added the suitable koo and kukul trees,

Powon Park wns planted with showers and poinelona

The Honelulu post offiscc grounds were
landseaped with sleanders, palms and fornss 4n ambitious wndertoaking in 19023
and 1923 was +the rehobilitetion of Ioloni Palede grounds; then in deplorable
condition, ot & cost of one thousand dollars to the Uircles
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Assistonce wis given to t’n planting of tho Kaneohe Hospital srounds, no
government funds being ava lsble for this work, The Circle also ussisted in
planting the ’Yuhlscus vmlch now swet\m along the highway on E’I{g_n{ih rd Oohu,

ks the years pass ed the work of the Circle grew and reﬂucsts for plonts bocame
so muaerous that it was necessary for ‘mepty yeors to maintoim a plont nursery .
with o full-time attondant, Thousands of plents were distribasted from tho
zmrse;y for highways, school grounds, military installations, cemeteries, and
othet public planting projects and for camouflage. during the wore The nursery.
Wo.g mwmmea until 1946 when the Parks Board took it over,. S

i‘i‘hc Shade Tree Commission was the direct ou'l-grcwth of the Wor-ik of the Circle

in Avenue Plonting ond wons formed at the request of this orgamization, their
presm&en** being ibs first chairman, At this +tine, the Circle participated in

_ the exteﬁszve planting of tbe Ko imuki ».vonues_ln éfhlch 5{}0{} tr(}ﬁs vm*e ki hzeé_.

The *}rergé of the Landsce pc fw_nci Plonting Gom:ttﬁee cf.“ uhe Olrcle con"clnues as’
vigorously as over, This commiftee has o two-fold goal = Protecting existing
plonting ond plonting new beautys. City officials frequently wefer requosts to

cut doyn trees on public property to The (}utéoar Gircle and gene-ﬁauy &bzde by
bhe deglsion of thc Qrgmzatmn,. ,

Imr:edz,:ztsly after +he War, nmost of‘ the 80 publlc schools l’%questgd and received
“Outdoor Circle agsistance. This assistonce is of *»:hree typoss, fumlshmg a

landscape plan. if none . wsis,,a&vhingvlmgrovements for existing plant:wg, and
i‘urmshzn.‘., plant material. **:hun nced\,dg o T -

sy dan B

‘Sevoml y ars ago‘ The Gu‘tcieor Circle 1a‘u’xiehed‘ cmpazgn Wh:.gh successful}.y )

.stcppad, the alorming destrudtion of coconut tress all over the ity Cavécd by
i ‘the demand i‘or heart fronds for the muklntr of wsomz'b ‘hotse v :

For many yoors the' Circle has worked for a clganer ‘and he*xl*c;hler Hawoii, In
thls work the nelgh‘ncxrhocd Circles have accomplished michs - This well orga w.m,zéi
group covers -the city, trying dmong’ other aa‘hxvr‘clea 5o sol

e thelr neighb :
'clem:-ug "1(}_ gorbage pro‘blems. : A g orhocd

Yearly the Circ}.a puts on n intensive cwp 1gn (Cleun-ﬁp ’%’n’eex{} to elmmatg,
- unsightly gorbage conditions, Prizes have beon offered for soluti ons to the

problem .and publieity given to good and bad garbage disposal,,

The Division
Refuse Collectlion and Disposal of tho City has been very GOOpe,ra.~ of

ive and
'appreclmtzve of tbls @id and of the Circle's publlci’sy during ‘bhm'clean_up.
camm...gn, ‘ '

~In 1950 the fom%zen of mral bruncn 5 "b%ought o new vitali ty te tho CL;clc
Six branchw, Aico-Halow i, Kooawn, Koneohe, Loni~Kailua, Woliavm, » and Waial q'
now form a chain which Gﬁ@lf@lbs the islond of Oohus They alse are cledning up

their commnity cyesores, combating of {L‘132.V8~Slgns, l&ﬁndscaplng publ:_c builde
ings and- piu,n'tlng; highvays, schools, and plm:grouzt& o

Tt was &130131 193@ th:’fﬁ mBmuGr’S iP in The- Cutdoor Cirecle VWosg first onened +o0
men end its "Kone Kelua" membership is for all those men who wish to show their
support of Outdcor Clrcle worke ‘

Todey in the Honolulu headguarters women ceme ond go daily 4pn commitios work
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vhich covers all the growth and problems of city planninge Ropresentotives
attend City Council meotings, partlclnwtlng in motters which °ffoet the
welfare. ond throaton the beauty of various arcas, They supported Monoo rosidents
in their fight for protec tions they hove worked uncecsingly ©o save Diamond

Hecd from higherisc dcf%ccmcnt and the Pali from com.erclal plons an& invasion
by souvenir peddlers,

. Other currcnt participation in public affulrs and island benutification lnclades
State Parks study, Kowninui Swomp Pork, Urban Renewal ond Redovélopment, and

representation on the Mayor's Planning Commlﬁtcc of _the iheutﬁr Concert Hnll ané
on the thu Develcpment Conferences

One hundred &nd Porﬁy&fcur voWunteer menbers of Thc Outdoor Civele provz&e %hc
complete publlc SeerQu &u Fester Gardens, 383 doys of the yeore

L Thc eutdoer 01?918 hhs ctxve reyrﬁscnﬁataoﬁ~on two ether islﬂnds.F

CIn Een‘a on the z_sl‘,.n& of :{m*mi:., braneh wos estabh.shed in. 1949 wihish now hus
Ty mcmbershxg of 120 women, Tho Kona Oubdoor, cirole has occomplished mony
. ‘landscape projechs including the S§ectaculhr,plant ng of the Kona Airport m;th
 variecolored bougninvilles ond ylumsrla, It has ulSG planted Kuakini Highwoy
- and is now! engaged in lgn&scaplnv the new Kena Cultursl” Centor, Hulo Halawai,

This ombitious project was authorized by the Gounty'whlch “lleued %4,900 tn
The Kana Qutdoar Clrcle for the lunds¢upzng; '

Y

Another 1nvérnzsland branch WO, orgaﬁlzed on ﬁaux in 1954. It ncw Has 14?» e
activo. memhers who plan.and conduct cleari-up and lltterbug cgmpazgns, y;ant
_sales, and the londscoping of publlc areas and. hlgﬁways.' Kauvhumonu -Avenue

- was plonted with bougainvillea, oleanders,. palms. and pondanus, following .the ey
5 1an&Scape plhn of a professLenalwhrchitect emgloyed by the. dauz Ouﬁdoor Glrcla.

‘ThHis is tho _story of Outdder Clrcle work- for. 50 yeors. Tt is not o eamplete ' _
stcry, because “that would £ill endless pﬂges, and 'it is not a finished stery, |k
,Jfbacausa,new chayters are bexng’wrltten evory day by the dedicated work of . the :
L wamen‘who hope to keep thelr Hawali the msst beautifnl land in tbe warld.

y . y E .

 ,’Revised Gutdosr Circle’ dmsuory
. by Aldece Sraldlng Bowen
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